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but not to make a martyr of myself.    In the last five days
total consumption five glasses of mild ale and one pint of

Decided to paint outside of house bright apple-green for the
woodwork and make the stucco cream.    Saw decorator and .
asked for estimate.    Wrote goodish article for S.T.9 not top-
notcher, but will do.    Subjects :   a play about Walter Scott
and a musical comedy based on Ambrose Applejohtfs Adventure.
Landlord called and I think I persuaded him to pay half the
cost of decorating. Good concert on wireless. Strauss's Don
Quixote from Birmingham, Never heard it before. Pure
haschich, or hashish, however you spell it. First-class shoulder
of mutton at ten o'clock and a pudding that smelled of the
washing and tasted like hair-oil but otherwise excellent. Had
the good luck to pick up Beethoven No. 5 after the slow move-
ment. Read enough of a travel book by one de Valda to give
it a middling notice and of a volume of sketches by E. M.
Delafield to give it an ecstatic one. Turned in at 12.30 exactly.
Surely fresh air, golf, hardly any drink, less tobacco than usual,
and early hours with an interest in simple things should make
a difference if persisted in. If I could only stop this bloody
thinking about myself !
April 13       Have spent most of the past fortnight quarrelling
Thursday.      with the B.B.C.   A minor point raised by me was
that I attempted to deliver to the B.B.C.., at its own
request, the original script of The Only Way. Arriving at seven
o'clock and tne Talks Department having closed, I handed the
parcel to the commissionaire at the reception desk and declared
its value, sentimental and in cash, saying I didn't suppose Sir
John Martin-Harvey would lose it for a thousand pounds.
Whereupon the stout fellow declined the responsibility and
I had to wait until somebody could be found to take it
home for safe-keeping. Whereupon I wrote to the B.B.C.
suggesting that Eric Gill should design them a cupboard to
match Prosper o and Ariel. " A navel would make an admirable
keyhole ! "